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TO ed ME ” : 
UNIVERS WIS 
O F | “ a a 


OXFORD and CAMBRIDGE, 
The Nobility, Clergy, Gentry, and Others, 


Who contributed to the Collection that was made 
in the Year 1763, for the Colleges of New 
York and PHinapELpHia. 


HE reputation of an individual is feldom of much 
i confequence to the community, and, in general, 
meets with little attention from the bulk of mankind. 
Notwithftanding this, when occafion has been mali- 
cioufly taken from a man’s tranfaétions in a public caufe, 
to injure him in fo tender a point, it may be prefumed 
that every perfon of fenfibility and honor, from prin- 
ciples of public juftice and public fpirit, will candidly 
receive what he fhall offer in his vindication. They can 
make the cafe their own; and feel the injuftice of coun~ 
tenancing, or even carelefsly admitting, an injurious 
fufpicion againft a man, who, inftead of cenfure or ca~ 
lumny, may have merited efteem. This candor and 
attention may more particularly be expected from men 
of learning and of a liberal turn of mind; efpecially 
when the beft endeavours of the injured party have been 
employed in a public undertaking for the advancement 
_ of Letters and Humanity. Ic is in this expectation only, 
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that Taddrefs this Vindication to you; and I hope thefe 
reafons would acquit me of obtruding it either on you 
or the public, even if the circumftance of my having 
folicited the patronage and affiftance which you gave to 
the undertaking, did not render jt incumbent on me to 
demonftrate to you the rectitude of my conduét in the 
difcharge of it. | 7 


Urcep. by a regard for the introdu€tion and culti- 
vation of Letters in a new country, | undertook the dif- 
agreeable andlaborious tafk of making a collection in 
this kingdoms for the college of New York. Unhap- 
pily,.a mifunderftanding was excited, in the courfe of it, 
between the Governors of that feminary and myfelf ; and 
as the caufe and nature of it were either concealed or 
mifreprefented, it furnifhed ample room for traducing 
me both in thefe kingdoms and in America, The cafe 


was thus: At a time when the moft perfect harmony 


fubfifted between thofe gentlemen and myfelf; when they 
had not only approved. of my conduct, but, repeatedly 
thanked me for the unwearied attention I had paid to 
their intereft, Mr. Trecothick, alderman and reprefen- 
tative of the city of London, without faying a fingle 
word to me, orto any- other perfon concerned in the 
collection, infidieufly intimated, not by advices openly 
addrefled to the governors themfelves, or to. the com- 
mittee appointed for the bufinefs of the collection, but 


clandeftinely, in letters to fome of his particular friends, 


that the governors fhould draw for 4.000 /, when in fag 
there were but-15002, in bank; and likewife threw out 
fome infinuations, implying that the money was unfafe 
in my hands. 


Wen 
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WHEN detraction originates from a man of grave 
character, it finds eafier admiffion among mankind, who 
do not, in general, confider that the appearances of vir- 
tue are not always proofs of its exiftence, It is an old 


Obfervation, that no man is known till he is tried or 
detected, 


** For neither man nor angel can difcern 
“* Hypocrify; the only evil that walks 
‘* Invifible, except to God alone, Mirron, 


Pe 


THERE are indeed too many inftances of men, who 
affuming the appearance of probity and honor, and af. 
fecting fanctity of manners, have privately committed 
the moft unjuftifiable aions under that fpecious veil, till 
fome unexpected circumftance has unmasked the Hypo~ 
crite, and expofed his turpitude to public view. Though 
itis dificult to detect fuch an impoftor, yet a tolerable 
judgment may be formed of a fulpected perfon, by com= 
paring his private tranfaGtions with his public demeanor, 
All, even the moft private and unguarded actions of a 
man of virtue and honor, are ever uniformly confiftent ; 
whereas thofe of an impoftor, which he thinks are fe- 
cure from public infpection, betray a difpofition utterly 
incompatible with the charaéter he aflumes. When 
therefore-a perfon of reputed chara&er is accufed of an 
unwarrantable action, a candid and fenfible man will 
judge of the poffibility of the fact, and of the intention 
of the party, not from his external appearance, or his 
moft folemn affeverations, but from the evidence of the 
fact’s having been committed, and the clear, manifeft 


tendency. of it, and of his whole behaviour in the 


affair. 
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But to return to our immediate fubject: However 
incompatible Mr. Trecothick’s infinuations were with 
my eftablifhed character, and with my conduct in this 
affair, the Governors, not conceiving it poffible that any 
man in the rank of a gentleman could tranfmit fuch in- 
finuations, unlefs there were fome grounds for them, 
thought it moft prudent to draw for that fum; and un- 
fortunately avoided giving me the moft diftant hint on 
whofe information they dere left it might embroil a 
perfon to whom they then thought themfelves obliged : 
affigcning only fome reafons for their drawing, which 
were calculated to difguife, rather than to explain the 
tranfaction, 


Ir is eafy to be conceived that this procedure ef the 


‘Governors could not be pleafing toa man who had given 
P 3 Had give 
proofs of the moft difinterefted attachment ta the ander- 


taking, and was ftill facrificing his private intereft to pro- 


‘mote its welfare. Nor will it be difficult to conceive, 


that under the impreffions 6f Mr. Trecothick’s infinua- 
tiéns, the Governors fhould, from time to time, give me 
further caufe of diflatisfaction, The truth is, by bis indi- 
rect practices he incenfed us againit each other ; and ex- 
cited amifunderftanding, which, through his fubfequent 
management, occafioned a fuit in chancery, and many 
other evil confequences. In the mean while it was 
reported, that I bad defrauded the charity of feveral ° 
thoufand pounds, and refufed to come to a fettle- 
ment, or even to render an account. Not to imitate 
him in the praétice of infinuation, I do not charge all thefe 
reports upon Mr. Trecothick ; and to be as plain 


oon the other hand, I cannot acquit him of any one 


of them: Let the reader judge for himfelf. Indepen- 
dently 
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dently of thefe reports, his conduét, even in the firft 
inftance, mutt raife indignation in every honeft mind: 
and no lefs curiofity to know what could be the mo- 
tives to fo abject and inhuman a traduction. To un- 
ravel this, I fhall relate the reafon he has afligned, and 
make a few remarks upon it. You may then perhaps 
be able to determine, whether that reafon, though fo fo- 
femnly afferted, is not rather a /ubjequent apology for 
the fact, than the original’ motive to it: and whether 
any thing elfe than the workings of a little foul to gratify 
cau(elefs malice and refentment, prompted him to fo foul 


a deed. 


For the better underftanding Mr. Trecothick’s be- 
haviour, I muft obferve, that although the Hon. George 
Clarke, Efq; the late Robert Charles, Efq; Mr. ‘Treco- 
thick and Mr. Franks, were authorifed by the governors 
to colle& as well as myfelf, Iwas confidered by all parties 
{except perhaps Mr. T recothick) as the principal agent, 
and aéted as fuch. “That the general conduct of the col- 
leGtion was, exprefly committed to me alone by the go- 
vernors. That inftrudtions were givento me only. That 
{ was not enjoined, or even defired, to confult, nor was in 
any wife connected with thole gentlemen, except merely 


in one point ‘ fo far as Jhould regard the coalleélions in. 


“¢ London?’ —That the collection was made both by 
private applications and by Brief. That the Truftces 
in the Brief, and Mr. Trecothick himfelf as one of 
them, had, prior to Mr. Trecothick’s fending his 
intimation and ‘infinuations, legally delegated their 
authority to tranfact all the bufinefs of it to Dr. Smith 
{who ated for the college of Philadelphia ) and 
myfelf. I mention thefe particulars to thew that Mr, 

3 Tre-~ 
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Trecothick had no right to give directions about any 
money except what he had perfonally colleGed, or been 
concerned in collecting: nor to interfere in ny condud: 
And that his going beyond the bounds of candor and po- 
litenefs to me and all the other gentlemen concerned in 
the bufinefs, to do either, can only be referred to 2 prin- 
ciple unworthy a gentleman. 


To juftify his condu@, Mr. Trecothick has folemnly 
fworn in chancery, that he gave his information, as he 
calls it, to draw for £4000 “ from a ju/f apprehenfion 
“* that the money which was in my hands (£1500 as I 
“¢ have faid, and he knew there was not more) was too 
“< Jarge a fum to be entrufted with me, or with any other 
‘¢ perfon in my fituation and circumftances.”’---Defpi- 
cable as this aflertion is, yet for the fake of thofe who do 
not know Mr. Trecothick or myfelf, I fhall beftowa 
few ferious obfervations upon it. 


THAT a cunning man often betrays him(elf, and that 
a perfon who ts guilty of one falfhood, is under a fatal 
neceflity of committing many more to juftify the firft, 
are eftablifhed maxims. Tappeal to the common fenfe 
of mankind, whether it be probable that Mr. Trecothick, 
who did not know me, could really believe what he has 
alledged, in oppofition to the public and private recom- 
mendations in my favor, of a large body of the firft 
people in the country from whence’ I came; who, he 
muft have prefumed, knew. my connections, fituation, 
and circumftances, better than he did? Gentlemen who 
had entrufted to me, independently of himfelf or any other 
perfon, the general conduct of the undertaking ; not even 


€x- 
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excepting that very point, the management Of the money, 
onwhich Mr. ‘Trecothick pretended to havehis ju/? appre- 
henfions, Is it not reafonable to think, and muft he not 
have thought, they would not have repofed that unlimit- 


ted truft in me, if they had doubted either my integrity 
or prudence ? 


NoTHING but the neceffity of vindicating mytelf, 
could have induced me to offer any thing that might 
fubject me to the imputation of being my own pane- 
gyrift: this, I hope, will acquit me of fo ridiculous a 
vanity. Had Mr, Trecothick made the leaft enquiry 
about me, from perfons qualified to inform him, he 
would have learned the contrary of what his pretended 
apprehenfions imply, He would have learned, that in 
point of family and connections, I was upon a footing 
with the firft people in the country from whence I came; 
and that my father was a man of no Inconfiderable for- 
tune. With refpeét to mytelf, he had the Declaration 
of the Governors themfelves to the Univerfities and other 
refpectable Societies, to fome of the firft CharaGters’in 
the Nation, and even to the Public at large, that I was a 
gentleman of a liberal education, and of eminence in 
my profeffion. Had he gone further, and enquired more 
particularly into my fituation and connections in America 
and in England, he would bave been informed, that, 
notwithftanding my youth, I was, in point of chara&ter 
and bufinefs, among the firft Phyficians in the city where 
I refided : and that I had moreover a natural right to 
fome confiderable expe€tations. Allow me to add, he 
would have learned that Thad not a merely unexception- 
able character. I defy him to name a fingle ation that 
impeaches my honor or integrity. I call upon him to 
give evidence to fupport his infinuations, declarations, and 


pre- 
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pretended ju/? apprchenfions : and I take the liberty to 
remind him, that when a man has {worn to faéts, cir~ 
cumftances, and ju/? apprehenfions, which are thus pub- 
licly afferted to be without foundation, it is effential to 
his reputation to prove the truth of them. 


IT fubmit it, whether Mr. Trecothick, in this folemn 
juftification, has not indirectly fworn his affent toa prin- 
ciple, which, if he really believes, pays an ill compli- 
ment to his heart as well as to his underftanding: if he 
does not believe it, the inference.is clear. This gentle- 
man, it feems, in confidering whether a young man 
may be fafely trufted, is determined in the affirmative, 
not by the education of the party, the character he fuf- 
tains, and the recommendation or teftimony of thofe who 
have known him from his youth, but by the property he 
is worth! Whence could Mr. Trecothick have derived 
this fentiment? Wecannot apply to him the remark 
of Shakefpeare, that great judge of mankind, 


* & Sufpicion always haunts the guilty mind : 
<¢ The thief {ti]] fears each bufh an officer. 


lt is as difficult to conceive he could imbibe it from 

mere reflection. It may therefore be prefumed he learned 
it by his own experience. ‘Uhe opinion to be fure is 
very fingular. It looks as if Mr. Trecothick knew fome 
perfon in trade, who had raifed himfelf from poverty 
and obfcurity to wealth and notice, not merely by the 
fair and honeft arts of trade and induftry: or perhaps 
being iJlumined, like the faints, with a light within, he 
had an internal conviction of the truth. 


Is it reafonable to fuppofe that Mr. Trecothick, or 
any other man of bufinefs, would have clande/finely in- 
finuated 
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finuated: to the governors, that they fhould draw for 
400o/. when there was only 1500/. in hand, if he had 
no other view in giving his information than to ferve 
the intereft of the charity? Why this precipitancy? 
Suppofing he went on a prefumption that there would 
be fo much money in hand by the time the bills would 
arrive ; fuppoling alfo that he had fome grounds for his 
juft apprehenfions, and thought it improper to have an 
explanation with me about them, or even to hint his 
doubt to me on that head, why did he not at leaft ac- 
quaint me that he intended to direct the governors to 
draw for that fum? He faw me frequently, but never 
gave me the leaft hint of what he intended to do, or had 
done. Why all that referve and fecrecy? Befides, if 
he really had the apprehenfions he pretends, and was 
too delicate even to hint them to me, why did he not 
advife with fome one at leaft of the gentlemen named in 
the Power of Attorney from New York, or with fome of 
the Truftees.in the Brief, what ought to be done in that 
conjuncture, inftead of proceeding in the infidious man- 
ner he did? Why conceal his apprehenfions and inten- 
tions from them all? Politenefs, as well as his duty to 
the Charity, required him to communicate both, and to 
advife with them on fuch an extraordinary oceafion. Did 
the intereft of the Charity induce him to break through all 
thefe confiderations, or is it likely be was afraid thofe 
gentlemen would fruftrate his fcheme of traducing my 
character ? 


To illuftrate thefe obfervations, I fhall touch on a few 
inftances of Mr. Trecothick’s conduct refpecting the 
fuit in chancery; in order to fhew whether it was that 
of a man difpofed to heal a breach he had innocently oc, 
cafioned ; or of one who endeaveured to. keep up and 


€: increafe 


























to the (late) Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
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increafe the animofity he had purpofely excited. And 
even here it will be found, that he contrived to render 
the courfe of juftice and the law fubfervient to his ma- 
licious purpofes. 


oa ———— © abundant cun&a furore, 
“© Et fas atque nefas miftum, legefque per ipfas 
“* Szvit nequities.—_— 


The governors, in the heat of refentment, fent Mr, 
Trecothick a Power of Attorney to fettle accounts with: 
me, but with an inftruGion to infitt, asa Preliminary. to 
any fettlement, on my firft paying 1000/, for fome bills 
which I had protefted, becaufe I had not money of theirs 
to pay them. On the arrival of this Power in London, 
I came up from Briftol on purpofe to fettle the affair 
with Mr. Trecothick. He himfelf had flated an accurate 
account of the whole colleéticn * a year before. He there- 
fore knew what money had been received and remitted, 
and what remained in my hands. The ow/y article of ac- 


count that remained unadjufted and that could admit of 


difpute, was the allowance that was to be made me 
for my expences’ and lof of time. I offered to 
leave that point, if Re would wave the Preliminary, 


or fo any two 
or three gentlemen his Grace would name; to any two 


oF 


* A meeting was held for that purpofe between the Hon. 
Mr. Penn, Mr. Trecothick, and myfeif. After all the papers 
and vouchers were refpettively examined by each of us, Mr. 
Trecothick drew up the account, and afterwards fent a fair 
copy of it, in his own hand writing, toMr. Penn, and an- 
other to me, ; 
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or three gentlemen he himfelf would appoint; nay even 
to himfelf alone. Notwithftanding fo candid a propofal, 
in a fhort time he gave orders to his attorney to threaten 
me with a fuit; the menace was repeated, and the fuit 
was at laft commenced. It is to be obferved that Mr. 
Trecothick, at that time, allowed, and has fince ad- 
mitted on oath, that he thought the Preliminary unreafon- 
able, but pleaded the inftructions of the governors in 
excufe for not difpenfing with it. I readily allow he 
could not difpenfe with it; but does it therefore 
follow that he was obliged to bring the fuit, becaufe I 
would not comply with an unjuft demand? Would any 
man, unlefs he was urged by malice or fome fuch fordid 
paffion, enforce a demand which he knew to be unjuft 
and unreafonable, efpecially when the other party had 
offered what was not only juft and reafonable, but even 


generous ? 


A malignant mind feldom fticks at any thing to 
gratify its rancour. It caneven ftoop to a paltry quibble 
for the inhuman purpofe of defamation. Notwith- 
ftanding he drew up the account with his own hand, 
and every Article was adjufted except the one juft men- 
tioned, he had that tender regard to truth and juitice as 
to report that I refufed to render an account. 


Ir Mr. Trecothick brought the fuit againft me con- 
trary to his own inclinations,in obedience only to his in- 
ftructions; if he really wifhed to prevent its going Ons 
and to heal the difference between the governors and my- 
felf ; would he not, as foon as he fhould have been au- 
thorifed to relinquifh the preliminary demand, and to 
fettle the affair at his own difcretion, in an amicable 

C2 way 
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ii way, have apprized me of it, in order to effe& an ac- 
commodation ? 


i BuT how did he aét! Soon after the fuit was com- 
menced, before any thing more was done in it, while 
the governors were yet ignorant of the ftep he had taken, 
he received fuch authority from them. When they af- 
| terwards heard that he had commenced the fuit, they 
writ to him that they fhould be glad if matters could be 
i amicably terminated. But notwithftanding all this, he 
Hi fuitered the fuit to go on, without even acquainting me 
i that he had permiffion to come to an amicable fettlement. 


| He has on fome occafions very pioufly urged his duty 
to the charity, and his great concern for its intereft: 

Nit hele intanees are, no doubt, infallible teftimonies of 
both! Not fatisfied with thus preventing an accomoda- 





tion, he procraftinated the fuit fome years, by keeping 
back the bill I filed againft the governors; and which 
HH ought to have been fent to them immediately. Perhaps 
when it is known that the bill was intended to {crutinize 
into and to difcover Mr. ‘Trecothick’s infinuations, let. 
ters and tranfactions, there may be no difficulty to ac- 
hy count for its detention. 








A AFTER thefe remarks on his avowed motives, and on 
i his behaviour, I believe you will look for fome other 
i caufe for fuch unparalled enmity and virulence. For 
the honor of human nature, I could almoft with that I 
had given him provocation fufficient to afford fome pre- 
HI tence forthem. Yet I know of no other caufe for al] 
Hh this vindiCtivenefs and malice, than that I put the money, 
as it was collected, into Meif. Drummond’s hands, and 
not into his own, “© Quid 














| 
| 
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‘¢ Quid non mortalia pectora cogis 
«s Auri facra fames !”” 


Whether he had need of the money, I know not. Itis 
certain that the richeft men, when engaged in extenfive 
commerce and contracts, fometimes do want money: 


And it is alfo a well known truth, that riches are no | 


proof of a man’s honefty, nor a fecurity againft his 


knavery- 


WHATEVER may have been his inducement toact as & 
he has done, the Faéts I have mentioned, are not to be @ 


contradicted. Having lately made a voyage to America, 


Thad an opportunity of difcuffing every point with the — A 
governors themfelves. But to remove all doubts refpect- 4 
ing Mr. Trecothick’s conduct and my own, on eflential @ 


points, I infert the following Papers. 


é 


| 


Minutes: 
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Minutes of the Proceedings of the Governors, 


ith : At a Meeting of the Governors of King’s Col- 

lege in the City of New York, on Thurfday 

the firit Day of July 1773. 

Ba PRESENT, | 

His Grace the Archbifhop of Canterbury (by his Proxy} 
Dr. Cooper, 

‘The Speaker of the General Affembly. 

| The Mayor of the City of New-York, 

| The Redtor of Trinity Church in the City of New-York. 

_ The Senior Minifter of the reformed Proteftant Dutch 

Y Church in the faid City. 

The Minifter of the, antient Lutheran Church in the 

i faid City, . 

The Prefident of King’s College in the faid City. 





B Col. De Lancey, : The Rev. Dr. Ogilvie, 
2 #£=Mr« Livingfton, | The Rev. Mr. Inglis, 
a Mr. Lifpenard, Mr. White, 

a _—sC Capt. De Lancey, Mr. Jacob Walton. 


|| Tue Rev. Mr. Inglis, Chairman of the Committee 
: i appointed on the 18th day of February laft, to confer 
| with Sir James Jay on the matters in difpute between 
him and this Corporation, delivered in a Report in writ- 
|) ing, bearing date the sth day of March laft, which 
m@ _— being read, the fame was OrpERED to be Confirmed 
f _—and Entered in the Minutes, and is in the words follow- 
| ang, (to wit) 

i To the Governors of the College of New York, 

li | ‘¢ Gentlemen, 

i «¢ PURSUANT to the annexed Order, the Committee 
| *doreport, that after converfing with Sir James Jay, 
Hi <¢ and 























sbeisey ele | 

<< and hearing read various letters and papers, relative 
<6 tohis conduct and proceedings abroad, whilft he was 
<< engaged in the bufinefs of the college, and having re- 
<¢ ceived full and candid anfwers to all fuch queftions as 
<< were asked him, They are of opinion from the above 
<< information, as well as from the declaration of fome 
6 of the then members of the Corporation, that when 
<< the Governors drew for 4000/. it did not proceed 
<6 from any diftruft of his integrity ; but was in confe- 
“© quence of advice received from England: And that 
<¢ notwithftanding the differences which unhappily arofe 
< between Him and the Board of Governors, he fhewed 
“¢ himfelf a warm friend to the Interefts of the college, 
<¢ and difcharged the truft repofed in him with Fidelity 
«¢ and Honor.” 


«¢ THaT Sir James Jay having delivered a Paper to 
<¢ the Committee, conceived in the words following,” 
to wit, « Gentlemen,—The fele view I had in the con- 
‘ troverfy between the governors and myfelf, was to 
‘clear my reputation from the afperfions caft on it in 
¢ confequence of certain meafures of the governors that 


© indirectly impeached my integrity. As the gentlemen i 
© who were concerned in thofe meafures, have declared 


< tome that they were not influenced inany of them by 


‘ a diftruft of my integrity imbibed from any part of my | 


< conduct, but merely from the hints of Mr. Treco- ; 


¢ thick; And as there appears a difpofition in the Board | oe 


* of governors to do full juftice to my reputation, i| 
‘ chearfully fubmit the matter of property to their own 
< determination. It never was an object with me; and- 


‘I beg leave to aflure you, gentlemen, that I am as 


6 much H 
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| © much uninfluenced by pecuniary confiderations in the 
© fettlement of this controverfy, as I was formerly un- 
* biafled by felfifh views, when I voluntarily facrificed 
© my own intereft to promote that of the college. 





ilk Feb. 24, 197-73: JAMES Jay,’ 


ih «© THE Committee are therefore of opinion, that he 
| hath made a very difinterefted and generous propofal ; 
¢¢ and that he fhould be allowed for his lofs of time and 
<* expences, jointly confidered, the fum of 790 Guineas ; 
‘¢ and that upon paying to the college treafurer, the 
|| & balance of the monies remaining in his hands, mutual 
@ -* yeleafes fhould be paffed between Sir James and this 
, « corporation. 





Hit «¢ Aix which is neverthelefs fubmitted this fifth day 
Sof March, in the year of our Lord 1773.” 








[ Signed, 
i Samuel Ver Planck,  Zhomas Foues, 
Hh Myles Cooper, — Gw. Banyar, 


. i Whitebead Hicks, Wm. Walton. 
i Hi Charles Inglis, 





et OrpDERED, That Sir James Jay be furnifhed 
i with a copy of the faid Report and Order, under the 
feal of this Corporation. 

lt : Lambert Moore, Secretary. 


i Releafe to Mr. TRECOTHICK, 








| Ar the requef? of the governors of the college of the, 
|| province of New York, in the city of New York, in 
He America, 4 do hereby releafe, difcharge, and for ever 


ih | | quit 
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claim unto Barlow Trecothick, Efq; of the city of 
London, all actions, and caufes of actions, which I 


have or may have againft him, by reafon of any thing 
which he writ to themor either of them, refpeCting me. 


Signed,  “Fames Fay. 
New York, July 1, 1773, 


fealed and delivered in the 
prefence of | 
Lambert Moore, 


Rebert Hull. 


In refpe& to thefe proceedings, I beg to remind 
you, that although I refufed to come to any fettlement, 
while fo unreafonable a demand as the preliminary arti-. 
cle was infifted upon, I always offered, if that was 
withdrawn, to leave the matter of property to any gen- 
tleman whatever. When I was lately in America, I 
was induced from the appearance of candor in the go- 


vernors, to leave it to themfelves, Delicacy forbids 
me to fay more, 


As for the Releafe to Mr. Trecothick, confidering 
that he was the Author and Inftigator of all the mif- 
chief, »perhaps the governors carried their tendernefs 
too far in interpofing to fave him from being profecuted 
on that account, and in requefting of me a formal dif- 
charge for that purpofe, For my part, the defire of 
clearing my reputation, fuppreffed all other confidera- 


tions: I yielded to their requeft, becaufe it afforded, 
without further delay, a decifive proof of the nature of 


D his 












































f. 1864 


his infinuations, and by that means rendered my juftifi- 


cation more complete. 


Tus were my beft endeavours in fo liberal a defign, 
made inffrumental of the greateft injuries to myfelf. Un- 
ufed to the language of complaint, I leave the reader to 
make his own reflections on that head: It has been my 
aim in the compofition of this piece, to appeal to the 
reafon, not the paffions of mankind. Profeflions are 
often vain, mere artifices to ferve felfifh purpofes 
ona particular occafion, It may perhaps be thought 
that I have aflumed; with that view, the regard for 
Jetters and the interefts of humanity, by which I 
aflert myfelf to have been influenced. T could eafily 
remove fuch a fulpicion, if after the confeffion of the 
governors of my warm friendfhip for the intereft of the 
college, or as it fhould have been, for the intereft of 
Learning, it would not look hke offering facrifice to my 


own vanity. 


I cannot help obferving, that however juftly repre- 
henfible the governors of the college were in fome of 
their tranfactions, yet when it is confidered they were 
mifled, and kept in the dark by Mr. Trecothick, fome 
allowance is to be made for them. Nor can [ omit, on this 
occafion, to correct an error of my own refpecting the 
Rev. Prefident of the college. In my printed letters to 
the governors I aflerted,—‘** That the profeflors in the 
«¢ college had not fhewn the leaft fenfe of the obligations 
«¢ the feminary owed to this kingdom; nor had a fingle 
s¢ pupil been taught to celebrate the benevolence of this 

. *¢ country, 














* country, or to utter the gratitude of their own.” —I 
had been told fo, but on my return to America, I was 
affured that it had been the cuftom, at every annual 
commencement, to commemorate the fignal favors 
which the inftitution had derived from the mother 


country. 


Wen I reflect on the Controverfy we have now feen 
concluded; how malicioufly it was excited; how wic- 
kedly and deliberately it was protracted ; the expence 
it has coft the Charity; the difcouragement it may be to 
fimilar applications. for the like purpofes : that it occa- 
fioned an animofity between the governors and myfelf, 
which extended to individuals, and was likely to have 
produced the mof ferious confequences : when 1 con- 
fider that thefe complicated mifchiefs, independently of 
the trouble and injury I may have fuftained, were all 
owing to one man, an elderly man! who aflumes a 
fanQity of manners, is a communicant of the church, 
a member of the fociety for propagating the golpel, and 
foremoft in all works of grace and charity that are done 
before the public eye: when, I fay, I reflect on all 
thefe circumftances, a paflage in Plutarch prefents itfelé 
to my mind, with which I fhall conclude this addrefs. 
_<¢ Some men are born with an innate depravity of 
& mind. Reftrained by law, education and cuftom, 
«« they fo artfully conceal their propenfity to villainy, 
«* and put on the appearance of probity and honor, that 
¢ they feem to have entirely overcome their natural dif- 
pofition. Thus they difguife themfelves many years ; 
© privately committing the moft atrocious crimes under 


s¢-the cloak of virtue. For wicked men do not become 
66 fuch 
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¢ fuch juft at the time they are detected; but retaining 
‘© from infancy their original’ depravity, watch for 


“© times and opportunities to accomplifh their defigns 3 


«© the leffer Villain to defpoil his DgeNvony lie re 
“© rant to trample on the Law*.” 


* At humana natura, moribus, doctrina & legibus con- 
firiGa,. fepius feelera occultat, ac probitatem honeftatemque 
re fe ferre videtur, ita ut penitus innatam pravitatis macu- 
Jam deleviffle, fceleraque fugaffe credatur. Muto enim fep 
latet tempore, ac tanquam yelamine obdudia, univerfa ne 


gitia clanculum celaile piprehenditis ‘Non enim {eeleratus a 


quifque pariter fit ac manifeitus redditur, fed ab initio inf- 
tam retinet pravitatem , tempore vero, dataque opportunitate 


ac facultate, Fur furripit, ‘Tyrannuique leges tranforeditur,’ - 


Pail-mall, Jan. 1, 1774. 
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